In order to participate in a Baby
Dedication here at Quail, each family
needs to attend a 2-session Baby
Dedication Class. We will also need
approximately 5-7 photos that can be
used to prepare a presentation for your
family. For information, please contact
Mike Tackett, Director of Children’s and
Family Ministries, in the church office at
951-7380 or by email, mike@glbc.org
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The Difference

Between
Child Dedication
and Baptism

Children are a gift from God.
Psalm 127:3



THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
CHILD DEDICATION
AND BAPTISM

Because Quail Lakes Baptist Church is comprised of
people from many different backgrounds, we want to
be sure that your questions regarding the difference
between child dedication and baptism are well
explained.

DEDICATION

The child dedication is truly a parent commitment
service. It's the parent's promise to offer their child
to the Lord and to dedicate themselves to rearing
the child for the glory of God.

OUR GOAL IS TO:

e Help parents recognize that children are a gift
from God.

e Facilitate the parent's verbal commitment to
raise their child in a Christian environment.

e Challenge parents to be examples in service
and worship for their children.

e Assist parents in laying a firm foundation of
learning about God and an example of the
power of salvation for their child.

Parents cannot decide their child’s salvation. Each
person must make the decision to have a personal
relationship with Christ. When children are old
enough to understand the concept of sin and the
responsibility for that sin, then they are ready to
make the decision to accept Christ as their personal
savior and assure eternal salvation.

Parents must however, lay a foundation through
teaching and example that will help children to make
that decision at the right time. The same is true of
marriage. We cannot decide when or if our children
will marry and we cannot guarantee them a happy
marriage. But through positive example, we can lay
a foundation for making good decisions when the
time comes.

Dedication is not baptism. It is not a sacrament of
any kind. It does not impart salvation on the child.
Dedication is the parent’s commitment to God to
raise the child in His ways. Therefore parents who
bring their children to be dedicated need themselves
to be seeking to live in obedience to the precepts of
scripture. Obvious areas of sin, such as living
together out of wedlock or homosexual relationships
would preclude participation.

Quail Lakes Baptist Church dedicates children
because we read in Luke 2:22-25 that as a baby, his
parents dedicated Jesus. In Mark 10:16 we see
Jesus bestowing blessings on the children. The
Dedication ceremony is a time to publicly make that
commitment to pray for the child, love the child and
guide the child toward a personal relationship with
Christ.

BAPTISM

The Bible tells us in Acts 8:12 and 13 that all
believers are to be baptized. Baptism does NOT get
you to heaven. Only faith in Christ makes a believer
and only by accepting Christ do we secure salvation
and eternity in heaven. Jesus asks us to be baptized
and modeled this to us by being baptized as an

adult. Quail Lakes Baptist Church does not baptize
children until they are old enough to articulate their
understanding and belief. This is usually not before
5th grade.

The Bible tells us that baptism is a symbol of Christ’s
burial and resurrection. It is a symbol of new life in
Christ — a symbol that tells others that you are a
believer. Much like a wedding ring, it is an outward
sign of an inward commitment.

Baptism does not MAKE you a believer — it shows
that you ARE a believer. “For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith...it is the gift of God, not
by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:9

People often ask what happens if a baby or young
child dies. A baby does not need to be baptized to
go to heaven. A child is totally under God’s spiritual
care until old enough to make a decision for Christ.
Prior to this point of accountability the child has not
yet come to the age when he can accept or reject
Christ. Therefore, they are covered by Christ's

atonement.




